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Elegant residential tower blocks
for an up-and-coming neighbourhood

“The Metropolitans” | Zurich, Switzerland

Zurich, September 2016 - “The Metropolitans” are a new landmark in the Leutschenbach neighbourhood.
The two residential tower blocks designed by Baumschlager Eberle Architekten are eye-catching reference
points in this rapidly developing district in the north of Zurich. The distinguishing feature of the 60-metre-
high buildings is the light, curtain wall facade of limestone concrete, which gives them a clear structure. The
loggias ensure residents a considerable degree of privacy. The spacious apartments extend from front to
back or are positioned over a corner. A sky lounge on the roof broadens the impressive view from the apart-
ments to an overwhelming 360-degree panorama.

The name given to the two tower blocks in the north of Zurich reflects their claim to residential quality of a special
kind. Designed by Baumschlager Eberle Architekten, “The Metropolitans” ensemble elegantly combines structural
factors with urban planning considerations. The two 60-metre-high towers standing alongside ScharenmoosstralSe
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seem straightforward at first sight, but their sheer presence provides the Leutschenbach development scheme
with a prominent landmark that is readily visible from afar. The western high-rise is deliberately positioned close to
Leutschenpark at a certain distance from the road. Together with its eastern counterpart it forms a plaza, set back a
little from the street, which serves as an access point to the buildings. Sabrina Contratto, managing partner in the
Zurich office of Baumschlager Eberle Architekten, highlights the conceptual approach underlying the ensemble:“Our
aim in designing these buildings is to generate quality of life. They are a response to, and greatly influenced by, the
surrounding context”.

The loggias forming a band around the entire volume of the building give the apartments extensive privacy.“The
clearly structured fagade with its deliberate combination of reticence and sophistication is the showpiece of the
buildings’, says Sabrina Contratto. The open area in front acts as a bridge to the “inner facade’, the thermal envelope
of the building. The apartments distributed over 19 floors have ground plans of between 75 and 200 square metres.
They extend from front to back or are positioned over a corner. Maximum use is made in the interior of the
potential offered by multi-storey accommodation. The spatial stratification from the outside in and the optimum
orientation underline the quality of the planning.

The windows are room-high with glazed balustrades providing an uninterrupted view over the city to the Alpine
panorama. Sabrina Contratto: “There is a wonderful feeling of distance outside and of spaciousness and openness
inside”. Load-bearing walls have been dispensed with inside the apartments, thus allowing considerable flexibility
in floor plan design. Vertical access is via two load-bearing cores. The ceiling heights in the 212 apartments of “The
Metropolitans”are generous, incorporating up to two storeys in the penthouse apartments. The lobbies also extend
over two floors. The spaciousness of the imposing reception areas underscores the urban ambience. The roof terra-
ces in both tower blocks have been designed as sky lounges with attractive seating arrangements. Accessible for all
residents, they afford an impressive panoramic view over the city of Zurich.

Facts & Figures

Building type Architect Interior Design Site area Competition
Residential building Baumschlager Eberle Marc Briefer GmbH 10.732m’ 2011

Architekten Innenarchitektur und
Location Design Area of building Commencement
Schéarenmoosstrasse Project lead Zurich, CH 1453 m? of planning
76/78 Sabrina Contratto 2011
8052 Zurich, CH Stephan Marending Structural engineer Gross floor area

Sebastian Kirsch Henauer Gugler AG 29.338 m’ Commencement
Investor / Project Zurich, CH of work
developement/ Team Net floor area 2012
realization Kristin Weber Building technology 24.684 m?
Implenia Schweiz AG Regina Preusker Polke, Ziege, Completion
Dietlikon, CH Simon Marti von Moos AG Building volume 2016
Buildings - Ausfiihrung Alexander Stricker Zurich, CH 123.723 m?
Prime Christian Walter

Building physics
Photography Lemon Consult

Eduard Hueber,
Brooklyn NY, USA

archphoto.com Fire prevention
Gruner AG

Landscape architect Zurich, CH

bbz Bern GmbH

Bern, CH Lighting design
Lichtkompetenz GmbH
Zurich, CH

Zurich, CH
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Baumschlager Eberle Architekten

With over 320 completed buildings, Baumschlager Eberle Architekten counts towards one of the successful archi-
tecture firms in an international context. The quality of its work since the founding of the company in 1985 has won
it notable recognition and numerous awards. The fact that the work of Baumschlager Eberle Architekten is so widely
accepted results from a concept that is able to combine the specific demands of a building with the user's wishes
as well as cultural sustainability. The teams working in the twelve branch offices in Europe and Asia have a special
architectural responsibility: for the client, the regional context and the social environment. At the same time, enough
scope is left for realizing aesthetic visions. This complete approach is the basis for confidence in the architecture of
Baumschlager Eberle Architekten and the flexible range of services they offer whenever and wherever necessary with
the aim of constructing sustainable and thus economically efficient buildings.

Contact
Baumschlager Eberle Architekten
Claudia Schwind, Head of communications
Phone +33 1 40 29 88 06
Email c.schwind@be-architects fr
Anne Paillard, communications officer
Phone +33 1402987 92
a.paillard@be-architects.fr
7, rue Debelleyme, 75003 Paris, France
www.baumschlager-eberle.com
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black plan 1:30.000 typical floor 1: 1.500
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site plan 1: 2.500 section 1:1.500
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