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The discrete charm of a major hospital. Despite the magnitude of the project — 31,500 m” of built space on a 144,000 m? site — the remit
here was to design a building that blended into its park-like surroundings, with the additional aim of creating a number of emblematic
architectural features within the complex. A closer reading of the brief also revealed that the hospital itself should possess healing proper-
ties, that it should convey an atmosphere of peace and serenity in order to divert attention from its actual purpose, that it should offer
the charm of a hotel rather than the clinical feel of a hospital. In the end, a courtyard structure proved the most appropriate solution with
five interconnected blocks reducing the huge site to more human proportions. The layout comprises a number of individual modules
that operate as independent units, making the complex easier to navigate for professionals and patients alike.

| Insights

[—Today the practical value of a building
depends largely on the quality of the
environment it provides or the extent
to which its architecture can achieve
lasting added value despite quickly
changing usage requirements.

Promoting wellbeing and aiding recovery. The complex is characterised by a series of interior courtyards, individually designed to

counteract its anonymity and provide a number of emblematic architectural features. The highly flexible, use-neutral design means that
changes in hospital organisation can be accommodated without difficultly. With its clearly defined, generous spaces, plenty of natural
light, high-quality materials and clear sightlines between interior and exterior, the structure’s architectural quality engenders a feeling of
everyday normality and wellbeing. The uniform design of the fagade with its load-bearing supports can even be read as a metaphor for the
hospital in which the burden of iliness is lightened by the care it provides. Both framed and permeated by greenery, the hospital provides
a multi-faceted urban structure that is inward-looking but not excluding, open but not exposed.



